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� DIVINE SERVICE � 
 

OPENING HYMN              “Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People”                        (LSB 347)           

 

INVOCATION    
P  In the name of the Father and of the � Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

EXHORTATION 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore, You are feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive 

the gifts of our Lord Jesus Christ through Word and Sacrament in the fellowship of this altar 

let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 

sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 

condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, 

a sinner. 

 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION                 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the � Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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� SERVICE OF THE WORD � 

 

INTROIT                          Ps 80:1, 8a, 9b, 7 (antiphon: Ps 80:3) 
P Restore us, O God; 

    let your face shine, that we may be saved! 

C Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 

    you who lead Joseph like a flock. 
P You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth. 

C You brought a vine out of Egypt; 

    it took deep root and filled the land. 

P
   Restore us, O God of hosts; 

    let your face shine, that we may be saved! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

P Restore us, O God; 

    let your face shine, that we may be saved! 

 

KYRIE                                                 

C Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
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SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

P Let us pray.  Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make read the way of Your only-begotten Son, that 

by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.            

C Amen. 

 

(Please be seated) 
 

OLD TESTAMENT              Isaiah 40:1-11                 (Comfort for God’s People is Coming) 
 

After the reading: 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM                        “Every Valley”                      (John Ness Back) 

Randy Hartmann and Jerry, Andrew, and Noah Wulf 

 

EPISTLE                         2 Peter 3:8-14                          (The Day of the Lord Will Come) 
 

After the reading: 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please stand)  
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ALLELUIA 

 

 

 

 
 

 

HOLY GOSPEL              Mark 1:1-8            (John the Baptizer Prepares the Way) 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

After the reading: 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated) 

   

 

HYMN OF THE DAY               “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”            (LSB 344) 

 

 

SERMON                                   “What Shall I Cry?”                              (Isaiah 40:1-11) 

                              Pastor Sam Handschke     
 

 

CREED     (8:30am)   Nicene         Inside back cover of the Lutheran Service Book 

             (11:00am)    Apostles’      Inside back cover of the Lutheran Service Book 
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OFFERING      Several opportunities are available for you to support your church and its 

ministry.  You can simply place your tithe/offering in the collection plate at the door as you 

leave the service this morning, drop your offering off at the church office during the week, 

or log onto our website (www.faithluth.com) and click on the “electronic giving” link for 

giving electronically.  Thank you for your support!   
 

 

(Please stand) 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH                                           
P  Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 

needs. 
 

Brief silence 
 

P Restore us, O God; let Your face shine, that we may be saved! As You led Joseph like a 

flock, so now by Your Son lead us into straight paths. Bring us out of the bondage of our sins 

and plant us securely in Your eternal promises. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Almighty God, in Your blessed patience, You send Your prophets and apostles, pastors and 

teachers in all times, that sinners would not perish but rather reach repentance and find 

comfort in Your Word, which alone will stand forever. Preserve the servants of Your Church. 

Give to our congregation and all congregations an increase of hope, that we may await the 

revealing of the new heavens and new earth in lives of holiness and godliness, diligent to be 

found without spot or blemish and at peace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P God of all comfort, Your Word alone endures forever. The nations of the world come and go 

before You. Even kings and rulers are like grass before Your breath. Preserve us from placing 

our trust in princes and mortal men. Give us leaders who will rule after Your good pleasure, 

keeping order and protecting life, that we may live in godly quietness and honesty. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord of hosts, graciously regard all for whom we pray [especially _____________]. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 

P Into Your hands, Father, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 
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C Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER    
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The 11:00 am service continues on page 10 with the Benediction.  

 

IN REGARD TO HOLY COMMUNION: According to Scripture, Holy Communion should 

be celebrated by those who are: United in a common faith (1 Cor. 10:16-17, 21-22; 

Rom. 16:17); Repentant of sins (1 Cor. 5:11, Matt. 18:17-18); Able to examine their 

lives (1 Cor. 11:27-29); and believe that in this precious meal they receive the true body 

and blood of Jesus given and shed for the forgiveness of their sins (Luke 22:19-22). 

Since Scripture teaches that those people who do not fully understand the 

meaning of this meal eat and drink to their own harm (1Cor. 11:27-29), and because the 

Lord’s Supper is the supreme act of stating our unity in faith and doctrine, we would ask 

those people who are visiting with us to please speak with one of our pastors, before 

communing, in order that we might fulfill our responsibility of properly instructing 

people in the right use of the precious Sacrament. 
 

� SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT � 

 

PREFACE  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so 

freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love 

shown to us when You sent Your only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on 

Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen 

from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin 

and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all 
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the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 

SANCTUS                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and 

given Your only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

eternal life.  
 

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden 

fruit, and you justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life.  Yet, in Your great 

mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and 

made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
 

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  

Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and 

receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood.   
 

This we ask in the name of Jesus. 

C Amen. 

 

 

WORDS OF OUR LORD                             Matt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:19–20; 1 Cor 11:23–25  

 

 

PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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C And also with you. 

 

AGNUS DEI                             

 

 

 

 

  

(Please be seated) 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  

“Thy Table I Approach”            (LSB 628) 

“When All The World Was Cursed”    (LSB 346) 

 

DISMISSAL OF COMMUNICANTS 

 

(Please stand) 
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NUNC DIMITTIS                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
P Let us pray.  Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to 

come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith 

throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all 

Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION                                                             Numbers 6:24–26 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.   
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and � give you peace.         

C  Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN         “Prepare the Royal Highway”                               (LSB 343) 
 

Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book.  Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.   

All rights reserved. Used by permission.   

 

 

 

… the voice of one 
crying in the 
wilderness: 
    ‘Prepare the way of 
the Lord, make his 
paths straight’ … 


