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 Camp Minneboji 

Be Thinking Ahead 

Circuit Bible Camp 

                            July 12-14, 2021 
Circuit Bible Camp’s theme this year is “Walking in 
the Valley.” We will be going to the Spearfish area. 
One day we take the kids to Devil’s Tower. The 
camp is for kids in 4th through 8th grades. The cir-
cuit pastors will be leading Bible studies during the 
three days. If you have any questions, please talk to 
Pastor Handschke.        

-XQH���-�������� 
 
7KH� WKHPH� LV�³:DVKHG�´�&DPS�0LQQHERML� LV� IRU�NLGV�ZKR�KDYH�ILQLVKHG��WK-�WK�
JUDGH��+RQRUV�&DPS�0LQQHERML�LV�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�ILQLVKHG��WK�JUDGH—DQG�WKLV�\HDU�
RQO\�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�ILQLVKHG���WK�JUDGH�EHFDXVH�ZH�GLG�QRW�KDYH�&DPS�0LQQHERML�
ODVW�\HDU� 
 
<RX� FDQ� SLFN� XS� UHJLVWUDWLRQ� IRUPV� DW� WKH� FKXUFK� RIILFH� RU� RQ-OLQH� DW�
ZZZ�0LQQHERML�FRP��<RX�PD\�DOVR�PDNH�SD\�
PHQWV�RQ-OLQH�XVLQJ�\RXU�FUHGLW�GHELW�FDUG� 
 
3DUWLFLSDQWV� DUH� 127� WR� FRPH� WR� &DPS�
0LQQHERML� LI� WKH\�DUH�VLFN��,I�\RX�DUH�VLFN�DQG�
DUH�OLNHO\�WR�VSUHDG�VLFNQHVV��VWD\�KRPH��,I�WKLV�
LV� WKH�FDVH��\RX�PD\� UHTXHVW�DQG�UHFHLYH�D� UH�
IXQG�RI�\RXU�GHSRVLW�DQG�SD\PHQWV�PDGH� 
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As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear 
Him.  (Psalm 103:13) 

 
I once heard a pastor tell a story about a conversation between a father and his little son.  

The two were trudging through some deep snow when the father called out, “How’s it coming, 
son?”  Without hesitation, the son answered, “It’s easy, Dad.  I’m just stepping in your tracks.”  

This month, our country will celebrate Father’s Day.  Like we do for that special woman on 
Mother’s Day, many pause to say our “thank yous” to that special man in our lives who have made 
us into who we’ve become.  But there is more to Father’s Day than this.  This day is also a time for 
all fathers to realize the awesome responsibility God has given them: to bring up their children in 
the training and instruction of  the Lord. (Eph 6:4)   

It is especially difficult to be a Christian father in today’s world.  There are countless temp-
tations that prevent fathers from spending both quality and quantity time with their children.  In 

fact, I believe that many of  the societal 
ills we see around us today are a direct 
result of  the breakdown of  the family 
unit in general and the absence of  a fa-
therly figure in the home in particular.   
So, what’s a father to do?  To whom can 
fathers turn to help them fulfill their re-
sponsibilities?  The short answer is God 
and His Word.  The Bible says, “As a fa-
ther has compassion on his children, so 
the Lord has compassion on those who 

fear Him.” (Ps 103:13) Our love, especially a father’s love, should flow directly from God who is 
Himself  love. (1 Jn 4:8) 

Through His Word, our God not only tells us the life that pleases Him, but He also em-
powers us to accomplish it.  Let’s face it; all fathers have fallen short of  what God expects of  
them.  However, because we have a loving heavenly Father who sent His Son to rescue us from 
our sins, all earthly fathers not only can receive forgiveness of  sins but also the strength and ability 
to be the kind of  father God desires.  Empowered by faith in Jesus Christ, all people, especially 
our fathers, have the ability to imitate the life of  Christ to their children, wives, and all with whom 
they come into contact.  

God’s blessings to all parents especially to the fathers as we, grounded in God’s Word, re-
flect God’s love to all.      
 
In Service to Christ and Neighbor,  
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 Green is a Christmas color. Green is also one of the dominant colors in 
the window for this month. It struck me as strange until I thought about it. 
Green is the color of our Christmas trees, whether those are real or plastic. 
Green is also the color that we see during spring when new life emerges. Green is 
the perfect color to celebrate the birth of our Savior. 

 The new life of Christ at Christmas is significant in a few ways. First of 
all, let me be clear. Christ has existed forever. I’m not claiming that he first came 
around at Christmas. He is eternal, along with the Father and the Holy Spirit. 
When I write about new life at Christmas, I’m referring primarily to fleshy, 
earthy, creaturely life. John’s gospel gives us the right language. “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God…and the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us” [John 1:1-2, 14]. 

 This Word of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, became flesh. Like you, like 
me. God became a creature. In the process, he did not lose being God. Jesus 
Christ is a mind-blowing God-man. It sounds incredibly simple, but the implica-
tions of this union are profound. The birth of our tiny Savior, which we tradi-
tionally remember with candles and “Silent Nights,” is one of the most compli-
cated and wondrous events in the universe.  

 Which brings us back to green. Christ was born into the same earthly ex-
istence that we all share. His life is new in the same sense that our lives are new. 
We breathe, we eat, we laugh. The green not only looks back to that joyous day, 
it also directs us forward. Jesus Christ is like us in another way: he died. You 
have not died yet, but that is only a matter of time. 

 The green is your promise of life. Not the yucky, messy, dirty life you ex-
perience now. The green is not giving you a life filled with sickness and heart-
ache and failure. The green points you towards what is truly life, eternal life in 
the presence of the God-man. Jesus Christ rose from the dead, and you will rise 
from death too. The eyes which read this article will open to behold your Savior’s 
face. 

 We have covered some major moments in the life of our Savior. But our 
look through the stained glass windows is only halfway done. Starting with our 
next article, the windows will shift towards describing our Christian life. To be 
sure, this life is informed, directed, and sustained by our God’s gracious actions, 
and he will not be absent. Until then. 

Pastor Sam    

“New Life” 
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“Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Haran.  When he reached a certain place, he stopped 
for the night because the sun had set.  Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his head 

and lay down to sleep.  He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its 
top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.” 

                                                                                       Genesis 28:10-12 
 

Are you a dreamer?  Or even a daydreamer?  Scientists have proven that we all dream, yet we don’t all remember our 
dreams.  When we do remember them, sometimes the content seems so foolish or impossible that we tend to just forget 
about it – or laugh it off.  Some dreams can be frightening and feel very real.  But dreams can be revelations.  Some cul-
tures take dreams very seriously.  What we dream can tell us things about ourselves; things we may not be aware of; things 
that we harbor far beneath the surface of our daily lives.  Daydreams are a kind of dreaming that we do when we’re awake.  
At one time or another, we’ve probably all had dreams for ourselves or for our families. 
 

:H�DUH�FOLPELQJ�-DFRE¶V�ODGGHU«�� 
 
Any number of times, while in high school, I had a recurring dream that I would arrive at class and be completely unpre-
pared to take a test – usually in advanced biology.  When I was an undergrad at Moorhead State, I dreamed about piano 
juries – that I’d forgotten what I was supposed to play.  (Piano juries were required to be memorized.)  I also dreamed I 
missed my orals when I was in grad school.  Shortly after I moved to Pierre, one dream involved me driving my car off the 
Missouri River Bridge.  Of course, I woke up before I crashed!  
 

(Y¶U\�UXQJ�JRHV�KLJKHU��KLJKHU«�� 
 
Dreams can provide a way for God to reach us when our conscious defenses are down.  Jacob dreamed of a ladder reaching 
to heaven.  He was only one of many in the Bible to whom God appeared in a dream.  These dreams ultimately became 
crucial to their future.  Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery after he described his dreams to them; but later, when Jo-
seph interpreted Pharaoh’s dreams, his family and a nation were saved from famine.  God spoke to Joseph, the father of 
Jesus, in a dream – once, when he told Joseph to take Mary as his wife.  And again, to escape to Egypt following the birth 
of Jesus. 
 

&KLOGUHQ��GR�\RX�ORYH�P\�-HVXV«�� 
 
We are all familiar with the spiritual, “We Are Climbing Jacob’s Ladder.”  The stairway that appeared in Jacob’s dream 
reached to heaven.  It is symbolic of the connection between heaven and earth, a bridge, if you will.  The ladder represents 
progress, and Black slaves believed that the ascending ladder would ultimately lead them to freedom.  As Christians, we 
believe there is only one way to Heaven, and God has provided that way.  God promised Jacob that he would always be 
with him.  When Jacob awoke from that dream, he said, “Surely the Lord was in this place!” 
 
A dream can mean many things.  It could be urging you to move in some particular direction, or it could be reminding you 
of something you have repressed.  It could also mean that God may be trying to get your attention.  When I was in school, 
I used to worry about upcoming exams and performances and that I hadn’t studied enough, or practiced enough.  That 
feeling stayed with me for a long time, until I finally relaxed enough to realize that preparation is key, and being on time is 
part of that.  I still practice and rehearse a lot, but prayer and letting my training take over makes a big difference.  As far as 
dreaming of driving off the Missouri River Bridge….  I still havn’t figured that one out! 

,I�\RX�ORYH�+LP��ZK\�QRW�VHUYH�+LP" 
 

6ROGLHUV�RI�WKH�FURVV� 
 

  ���������������������������������������������������.DUHQ�/LQGEORRP 

'5($06��$1'��'5($0(56 
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,QVWHDG�RI�WKH�XVXDO�UXQ-GRZQ��,�ZDQW�WR�JR�GHHSHU�DQG�VKDUH�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�ZDV�SODFHG�RQ�P\�
KHDUW�D�FRXSOH�RI�ZHHNV�DJR�� 
$V�WKH�ODVW�IHZ�ZHHNV�KDYH�WKURZQ�D�ZKROH�ORW�RI�XQQHFHVVDU\�VWUHVV�DQG�VWULIH�RQ�PH�DV�GLUHF�
WRU--DQG�PRVW�OLNHO\�RXU�HPSOR\HHV�DV�D�UHVXOW--�,�VWDUWHG�TXHVWLRQLQJ�P\�SXUSRVH�KHUH�DQG�KDG�
WR�WDNH�D�VWHS�EDFN��,�NQRZ�WKDW�,��DORQJ�ZLWK�VR�PDQ\�RWKHUV��ZDQW�GHVSHUDWHO\�IRU�WKLV�GD\FDUH�
WR�EH�VXFFHVVIXO��,�KDYH�OLYHG�DQG�EUHDWKHG�WKLV�GD\FDUH�IRU�QHDUO\���PRQWKV�QRZ��VSHQGLQJ�WKH�
PDMRULW\�RI�P\�ZHHNHQGV�KHUH��QRW�WDNLQJ�EUHDNV��GRLQJ�ZRUN�DIWHU�KRXUV��HWF���EXW�LW�KDV�
VHHPHG�WKDW�WKH�KDUGHU�,�WU\�--�WKH�PRUH�,�SXW�LQWR�WKLV�SODFH��WKH�PRUH�,�WU\�WR�FRQWURO�--�WKH�
PRUH�REVWDFOHV�,�UXQ�LQWR�DQG�WKH�IDUWKHU�ZH�JHW�IURP�KRZ�WUXO\�OLIH-JLYLQJ�WKLV�SODFH�FRXOG�EH���
6R��LQ�D�PRPHQW�RI�FRPSOHWH�RYHUZKHOPHG-QHVV��GHVSDLU��DQG�GRXEW��,�KDG�WR�VWHS�DZD\�IRU�D�
IHZ�GD\V��'XULQJ�WKLV�WLPH��LQ�RQO\�ZKDW�FRXOG�EH�D�*RG-JLYHQ�PRPHQW�RI�FODULW\��,�IRXQG�
VRPH�VRODFH�LQ�WZR�WKLQJV�� 

)LUVW��,�ILQDOO\�XQGHUVWRRG�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�RXU�GD\FDUH�PRWWR��³:H�JLYH�PRUH�WKDQ�WLPH�´�,W�
LV�DOO�DERXW�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�FDUH�ZH�DUH�JLYLQJ��ZKDW�ZH�DUH�WHDFKLQJ��KRZ�ZH�DUH�FDULQJ�IRU�RXU�
NLGV�DQG�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV��1RQH�RI�WKLV�PDWWHUV�LI�ZH�DUH�QRW�GRLQJ�WKH�YHU\�EHVW�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�LQ�
RXU�PLVVLRQ�WR�SURYLGH�D�VDIH��ZHOFRPLQJ��ORYLQJ��HQULFKLQJ��&KULVWLDQ-ULFK�HQYLURQPHQW��$OO�
RI�WKLV�,�NQHZ�ZKHQ�,�ILUVW�WRRN�WKLV�SRVLWLRQ��EXW�,�ORVW�VLJKW�RI�LW�ZKHQ�WKLQJV�VWDUWHG�WR�RYHU�
ZKHOP�PH��DV�D�UHVXOW��,�ZDVQ¶W�DEOH�WR�EH�D�JRRG�H[DPSOH�WR�WKH�RWKHU�WHDFKHUV��QRU�ZDV�,�WKH�
EHVW�,�FRXOG�EH�IRU�WKH�NLGV��%HLQJ�DEOH�WR�UHIRFXV—PDNLQJ�D�GDLO\�PHQWDO�QRWH�WKDW�WKH�XOWL�
PDWH�JRDO�LV�WR�ORYH�*RG¶V�FKLOGUHQ��ERWK�WKH�DFWXDO�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�RXU�FDUH�DV�ZHOO�DV�RXU�FRZRUN�
HUV��DQG�PDNH�-HVXV�NQRZQ�WR�WKHP—KDV�UHOLHYHG�VR�PXFK�RI�WKH�DQ[LHW\�RI�PDNLQJ�WKLV�GD\�
FDUH�³VXFFHVVIXO�´� 

6HFRQG��,�UHDOL]HG��PRUH�OLNH�*RG�ILQDOO\�WRRN�PH�E\�WKH�VKRXOGHUV�DQG�VKRRN�DOO�RI�WKH�SULGH�
RXW�RI�PH��,�QHHG�WR�JLYH�XS�HYHU\WKLQJ�,¶P�WU\LQJ�WR�FRQWURO—,�DP�REYLRXVO\�MXVW�QRW�YHU\�
JRRG�DW�LW��,Q�DOO�VHULRXVQHVV��,�DP�QRW�GRLQJ�WKLV�ZRUN�MXVWLFH�LI�,�DP�QRW�OLVWHQLQJ�DQG�EHLQJ�D�
GLVFLSOH�RI�WKH�/RUG��,�ZDV�QHYHU�WUXO\�LQ�FRQWURO�KHUH��DQG�DV�,�SUDFWLFH�JLYLQJ�XS�FRQWURO�DQG�
VWDUW�WUXO\�IROORZLQJ�+LV�OHDG��+H�LV�JRLQJ�WR�VKRZ�XS�KHUH�LQ�ZD\V�WKDW�,�FDQ¶W�LPDJLQH�DQG�
GHILQLWHO\�FDQ¶W�ZDLW�WR�VHH��+H¶V�DOUHDG\�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�VHQGLQJ�XV�WKH�ULJKW�SHRSOH�WR�KLUH��+H¶V�
ZRUNLQJ�RQ�VHQGLQJ�XV�SHRSOH�ZKR�FRXOG�XVH�VRPH�RI�+LV�ORYH�DQG�OLJKW��*RG�LV�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�
DQG�WKURXJK�PH--��WHDFKLQJ�PH�WR�OHW�JR��WR�HPEUDFH�WKH�FKDRV��DQG�WR�WUXVW�+LV�SURFHVV��XOWL�
PDWHO\��KHOSLQJ�PH�EHFRPH�D�EHWWHU��VWURQJHU��PRUH�ORYLQJ��OHVV�VWUHVVHG��OHDGHU��+H�LV�ZRUNLQJ�
WKURXJK�DOO�RI�\RX��WKH�PHPEHUV�RI�RXU�FKXUFK��DQG�RXU�SDVWRUV�DV�\RX�DOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�VXSSRUW�
DQG�SUD\�IRU�XV�DV�ZH�ZRUN�WR�WHDFK�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�RXU�IXWXUH��WKDQN�\RX��� 

*RG�LV�JRRG��+H�LV�DW�ZRUN��+H�LV�PDNLQJ�D�ZD\��+H��DORQH��LV�LQ�FRQ�
WURO��,Q�WKLV�FUD]\�OLIH��,�WKLQN�ZH�FDQ�DOO�ILQG�VRPH�UHDVVXUDQFH�DQG�UHVW�
LQ�WKDW�� 

8QWLO�QH[W�PRQWK--������ 
 

�0RULDK�.LHSNH��'D\FDUH�'LUHFWRU� 
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50th Anniversary of Ordination 
3DVWRU�8UEDFK�ZDV�RU�
GDLQHG�LQWR�WKH�RIILFH�RI�
WKH�3XEOLF�0LQLVWU\�RI�
WKH�/XWKHUDQ�&KXUFK�
0LVVRXUL�6\QRG�RQ�
-XQH����������DW�KLV�
KRPH�FRQJUHJDWLRQ��
%HWKDQ\�/XWKHUDQ�LQ�
2PDKD��1HEUDVND� 

+LV�HGXFDWLRQ�
DO�MRXUQH\�WR�
ZDUG�WKDW�GD\�
LQFOXGHG�DW�
WHQGLQJ�&RQ�
FRUGLD�-U��&RO�
OHJH��QRZ�
&RQFRUGLD�
8QLYHUVLW\���LQ�6W��3DXO��
01�ZKHUH�KH�UHFHLYHG�
DQ�$VVRFLDWHV�RI�$UWV�
'HJUHH��&RQFRUGLD�6U��
&ROOHJH�LQ�)W��:D\QH��
,1�ZKHUH�KH�UHFHLYHG�D�
%DFKHORU�RI�$UWV��DQG�
ILQDOO\�JUDGXDWLRQ�IURP�
&RQFRUGLD�6HPLQDU\�LQ�
6W��/RXLV�LQ�0D\�RI�
������ZLWK�D�0DVWHU�RI�
'LYLQLW\� 

3DVWRU�8UEDFK�KDV�
VHUYHG�DOO�RI�KLV�PLQLV�

WU\�LQ�6RXWK�'DNRWD��
+LV�ILUVW�FDOO�ZDV�WR�%H�
WKHVGD�/XWKHUDQ�LQ�
0DULRQ�DQG�=LRQ�/X�
WKHUDQ�&KXUFK�LQ�+XU�
OH\��+H�VHUYHG�WKHUH�
IURP�-XO\�RI������XQWLO�
$XJXVW�RI�������2Q�
6HSWHPEHU����������KH�

ZDV�LQVWDOOHG�DV�
3DVWRU�RI�)DLWK�
/XWKHUDQ�LQ�
3LHUUH�ZKHUH�KH�
VHUYHG����\HDUV�
DQG���PRQWKV� 

3DVWRU�8UEDFK�
DQG�KLV�IDPLO\�

H[SUHVV�WKHLU�WKDQNIXO�
QHVV�WR�WKH�/RUG�RI�WKH�
FKXUFK�IRU�D�ORQJ�DQG�
MR\IXO�PLQLVWU\� 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7KH�GHDGOLQH�IRU�DUWL�
FOHV�JRLQJ�LQWR�WKH�
-XO\�$XJXVW�QHZVOHW�
WHU�QHHG�WR�EH�VXE�
PLWWHG�WR�+HOHQ�E\�
-XQH����EHIRUH�QRRQ� 

 

Stewardship Corner 

The Apostle Paul wrote, “So faith 
comes by hearing, and hearing 

through the Word of 
Christ” (Romans 10:17). Through 

the Word, the Holy Spirit is present 
and opens hearts. Through God’s 
Word and the faith that God gives 

us, we receive life eternal. Because 
the words in the Bible are inspired 

by the Holy Spirit, they have the 
supernatural ability to change and 
transform us into the people God 
wants us to be. God’s Word has 

the ability to fill our minds, souls, 
and spirits like nothing else. Just 

as our physical bodies need physi-
cal food to survive, we need spir-
itual nourishment for our minds, 
souls, and spirits. The spiritual 
truths of God’s Word fill us and 

help us grow spiritually. The Word 
of God is living, powerful, and real 
spiritual food for the soul, mind, 

and spirit. 
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Faith Lutheran has teamed up 
with Factor 360 to play in this 
year’s men’s softball league 
during the summer months.  
We have a great group of guys 
led by Dennis Ryckman.  

We thank Dennis Ryckman 
for paying the registration fees.   

If you are able, we would like 
to invite you to please come 
out and watch our Faith Lu-
theran/Factor 360 men’s team 
play. Our games are: 

Friday, June 4    

  7:00 pm Field D 

           8:00 pm Field D 

Friday, June 11    

  7:00 pm Field B 

            8:00 pm Field B 

  9:00 pm Field B 

Friday, June 25 

  7:00 pm Field D 

  8:00 pm Field C 

Friday, July 2 

  7:00 pm Field B 

  8:00 pm Field B 

Friday, July 9 

  7:00 pm Field A 

  8:00 pm Field A 

Friday, July 16 

  7:00 pm Field C 

  8:00 pm Field C 

Friday, July 23 

  7:00 pm Field D 

  8:00 pm Field B 

  9:00 pm Field B 

Friday, July 30 

  7:00 pm Field B 

  8:00 pm Field B 

Friday, August 6 

  8:00 pm Field A 

  9:00 pm Field A 

at the softball complex.  It 
promises to be a fun season 
and we hope you feel welcome 
to come and watch some of 
the games as you are able. 

 

Tenth Annual Diaper Derby ends Father’s Day, June 20, 2021 
Donations for the Tenth Annual Diaper Derby will continue through Father’s 
day, June 20! Please bring your donations of new diapers (any size) 
and baby wipes and place them in either crib in the Narthex /
Living Room. 7KUHH�DUHD�DJHQFLHV�DQG�IDPLOLHV�ZLOO�EHQHILW�IURP�
\RXU�GRQDWLRQV��%LUWKULJKW��3$56�DQG�0LVVRXUL�6KRUHV�6KHOWHU� �
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Men’s Softball 
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Circuit Bible Camp 

July 12-14, 2021 
Circuit Bible Camp’s theme this year is 
“Walking in the Valley.” We will be going 
to the Spearfish area. One day we take the 
kids to Devil’s Tower. The camp is for kids 
in 4th through 8th grades. The circuit pas-
tors will be leading Bible studies during 
the three days. If you have any questions, 
please talk to Pastor Handschke.  
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Camp Minneboji 
Camp is scheduled for June 20-26, 2021. Minneboji is a Lu-
theran summer camp program led by our South Dakota and 
Minnesota South districts of the LCMS and hosted at Camp 
Okoboji in Milford, Iowa. This year’s theme is “Washed,” ex-
ploring who we are as baptized children of God. Through Bi-
ble study, talks with missionaries, music, crafts, and sports, 
your student will develop their sense of who God has made 
them and called them to be. Registration forms are available 
in the church office. See Pastor Sam with questions or if you 
are interested. 


