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FAITH EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
714 NORTH GRAND AVENUE 

MARCH 2024 NEWSLETTER 

Lenten Schedule 

Guided to the Cross 

March 6, 2024 

11:00 am & 7:00 pm 

ñGuided to Peaceò 

March 13, 2024 

11:00 am & 7:00 pm 

ñGuided to Trustέ 

March 20, 2024 

11:00 am & 7:00 pm 

ñGuided to Perseveranceò  

March 28, 2024 

Maundy Thursday 

11:00 am & 7:00 pm                      

ñAccess!έ 

March 29, 2024 

Good Friday 

7:00 pm 

ñAgnus Deiέ 

March 31, 2024 Easter 

8:30 am & 11:00 am  

ñAgainst All Oddsò 

 

 

 

6th Annual Mexico  
Mission Trip in May 

  

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǎƛȄǘƘ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ ¸ǎƭŜǘŀ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ 
aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ 9ƭ tŀǎƻΣ ¢·Φ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƻ 
ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ƘƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴ WǳŀǊŜȊ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ Dƻǎπ
ǇŜƭΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ-ƭƻƴƎ ǘǊƛǇ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀŎπ
ǝǾƛǝŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ .ƛōƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ DƻƻŘ bŜǿǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ŬƭƭŜŘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅΦ  

  
We ask that you keep this trip in your prayers re-
garding those who are on the team as well as those 
whom God appoints to place in our paths.  Also be 
watching for fund raising opportunities for you to 
help with financially.  If you want to know more, 
please contact Dennis Ryckman (222-7713) or the 
Church office (224-2216). The trip will be one week 
long starting June 1st through 8th. 
 

Mexico Mission 
Trip  

Rent-A-Worker 
Our team is ready to help 
with your projects. In the 
past they have painted, cleaned drain spouts, re-
moved rocks from ditches, built projects, raked 
leaves, tilled gardens, power raked yards, removed 
snow. Let them know what you have in mind and 
they will get you on the schedule. They have an en-
ergetic crew and are looking forward to serving you 
and the community, their neighbors. 

Please contact Carolyn Ryckman (605-280-6347) or 
the Church office  (605-224-2216). 



 

Letôs Go! 

 God moves us to himself and then to other people. We have been tracking the move-
ment of our lives using the theme ñLetôs Go.ò These words encourage and remind us to seek 
God where he has promised to be found, in his Word and Sacraments. They spur us to action 
in our world where we transmit the message of Jesusô death and resurrection to others in word 
and deed. In this final segment, we will examine more closely the way in which God uses our 
work to spread his kingdom. In all of the roles and responsibilities that you carry, you work for 
the people that God has placed around you. 

 Work is sometimes used in a narrow sense as the place where you clock in and clock 
out. Maybe a government building, a school, or a business. These are the places where you 
work. While true, we need to hear and understand work in a much broader sense. To use a fan-
cy word, your work encompasses all your ñvocations.ò The catechism gives some examples of 
what those vocations might include: parent, child, employee, employer, student, citizen, parish-
ioner, and others. These can and will change throughout the course of your life. God grants and 
removes various vocations as we advance through life. These vocations are ways in which you 
are connected to other people. Look back at the short list to see what people might be affected. 
Our work is for the benefit of other people. It may be a parent cooking dinner, an employee who 
performs their work well, or a citizen voting in an election. Someone benefits from the work in 
all of these examples.  

In our work, we mirror what Jesus has done. As he shares his final meal with his disci-
ples, Jesus reminds and reinforces his command to love one another. In 1

st
 century Israel, this 

was exemplified by the washing of feet. In 21
st
 century America, we have many ways to carry 

out the same command to love. As you perform your responsibilities, whatever they may be, 
you are obeying Jesusô words. Your work gives a concrete way to manifest your faith. 

When viewed this way, work is an essential part of our 
lives. Even those of us who are retired still work in other vo-
cations. Work is not just the place where you receive your 
paycheck. Your work is multi-faceted and might include 
some places and people that you have not realized. ñLetôs go 
work,ò knowing that in this way God uses your time and ener-
gy to spread his love. You are the hands and feet of Jesus in 
whatever setting he has placed you. 

The movement of our lives begins and ends with God. 
Our work drains us both physically and spiritually. God gath-
ers us back in his presence where he refreshes us. We draw 
strength from the reminder of Jesus crucified and risen. Re-
newed, we witness and work to share with others what our 
Lord has done for us. In our worship, our witness, and our 
work, God is moving each one of us. ñLetôs Go!ò 

Pastor Sam  
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ñLetôs Go Workò 
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òSurely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we 

esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.  But he was wounded 

for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the 

chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed.ó  

Isaiah 53:4, 5  

 

Back in the day, when my boys were in elementary school, I had taken Chris (5
th
 grade) to Mid-

week on a Wednesday evening in Lent.  After dropping him off, I headed back home and pro-
ceeded to finish serving Rodd (second grade) and my husband their dinner.  Shortly thereafter, 
Rodd and I jumped in the car and made our way back to church for the evening worship service.  
While riding in the car, this is how the conversation went: 

Rodd:  Mom, when are we going to sing thousand, thousand again? 
Me:  Rodd, what are you talking about? 

Rodd:  Well, you know ï thousand, thousandé 
Me:  I have no idea what youôre talking about! 
Rodd:  Mom, you KNOW!  Thousand, thousand! 
Me:  Rodd, Iôm sorry, I donôt have a clue! 

 

By that time, we had arrived at church, and the discussion ended.  I really didnôt give it another 
thought, untilé..  a few weeks later, we were back in church, attending  worship.  The hymn was 
announced and we stood up to sing, Rodd and I sharing the hymnal.  We got to the refrain, and 
then it hit me:  ñThousand, thousand thanks shall be, dearest Jesus, unto Thee.ò  I looked at 
Rodd and he was beaming!  He loved singing that refrain!  Whether his second-grade mind could 
comprehend the full text of that hymn, it gave his young boyôs heart great joy to sing it!  (He said 
later it was the melody.) 

Christ, the life of all the living, Christ, the death of death, our foe, 
Who, Thy-self for me once giving to the darkest depths of woe; 
Through Thy suffôrings, death, and merit I eternal life inherit, 

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus unto Thee. 
 

This is a hymn of thanksgiving to the Redeemer and Savior for his bitter suffering and atonement 
for our sins.  The text speaks of the terrible torment our Lord endured, including beatings, being 
whipped and mocked, and eventually death by a barbaric crucifixion. It was penned by Ernst C. 
Homburg, a lawyer by profession, who wrote most of his hymns for his own devotions.  In earlier 
years, he was the writer of love and drinking songs.  However, after a difficult time of family ill-
ness, he experienced a religious conversion and his poetry took a more serious turn. He wrote 
hymns to express and strengthen his own faith rather than for public use. 

Thou hast borne the smiting only, that my wounds might all be whole; 
Thou hast suffered, sad and lonely, rest to give my weary soul; 

Yea, the curse of God enduring, blessing unto me securing, 
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus unto Thee. 

                                                                           Continued on page 4 
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While I was researching the author of this hymn, I ran across a quote by Leonard Ravenhill, an 
English Christian evangelist, whose subjects focused on prayer and revival.  This quote was in-
scribed on his headstone at his gravesite: ñAre the things you are living for worth Christ dying 
for?ò  That really gave me pause to think.  To me it means living for Jesus.  We choose to live for 
Jesus instead of living for ourselves.  It means we use our gifts to serve God and others.  We 
strive to live as Jesus lived; we study Him in the Scriptures and pattern our lives after His. One of 
my Bible studies once indicated that the human heart is an idol factory, so we continually search 
our hearts for idols that steal our time and affection away from total devotion to Him.  In our pre-
sent culture, itôs a real challenge.  Because He gave unselfishly, we set aside our preferences 
and devote our time, resources and energy to His purposes.  Itôs truly a matter of priorities.  Itôs 
about action.  We find our greatest fulfillment in serving Him.  Both of my parents served in vari-
ous capacities at church into their 90ôs.  We have many opportunities right here at Faith Lutheran. 

Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, that from pain I might be free; 
Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: Thence I gain security; 

Comfortless Thy soul did languish me to comfort in my anguish. 
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus unto Thee. 

 

Jesus came to do the Fatherôs will.  He thought we were worth dying for.  We are all going to die 
some day. There are those who might deny it, as if they can cheat death.  Others fear death.  We 
have been saved for a purpose.  The apostle Paul identified his life for Christ; he preached Christ 
and Him crucified. He knew by preaching that anything he accomplished in his (earthly) life was 
ñrubbishò compared to gaining Christ.  When he met the Lord on the road to Damascus, he 
asked, ñWhat do you want me to do with my life?ò  He, too, 
endured hardships in his ministry ï he was stoned, ship-
wrecked and jailed.  That didnôt stop him from living his life 
for Christ. 

Thou has suffered great affliction and hast borne it patiently, 
Even death by crucifixion, full to atone for me; 

Thou didst choose to be tormented that my doom should be prevented. 
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus unto Thee. 

 

What are you living for?  Is the life you are living worth 
Christ dying for? 

                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Karen Lindbloom       
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aŀǊŎƘ ƛǎ  
CŀƛǘƘ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴΩǎ  

ƳƻƴǘƘ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ƛǘŜƳǎ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ  

tƛŜǊǊŜ-CǘΦ tƛŜǊǊŜ CƻƻŘ 
tŀƴǘǊȅ 

 bƻƴǇŜǊƛǎƘŀōƭŜ ŦƻƻŘ ƛǘŜƳǎΣ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΣ  
ƘȅƎƛŜƴŜ ƛǘŜƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǎƘ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ  

tƭŀŎŜ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŀǊǘƘŜȄΦ 

 Food Items Needed  
 όbƻ Ǝƭŀǎǎ ƧŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ƘƻƳŜƳŀŘŜ  
ŦƻƻŘ ƛǘŜƳǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜύΥ 
.ŜŜŦ ǎǘŜǿ 
/ŀƪŜ ƳƛȄŜǎ 
/ŜǊŜŀƭ όŎƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǘύ 
/ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƻƛƭ όнп ƻȊ ōƻǧƭŜǎ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘύ 
9ƭōƻǿ ƳŀŎŀǊƻƴƛ 
CƭƻǳǊ 
CǊǳƛǘ όŎŀƴǎύ 
WŜƭƭȅ όǇƭŀǎǝŎ ōƻǧƭŜǎύ 
WǳƛŎŜ όǇƭŀǎǝŎ ōƻǧƭŜǎκŎŀƴǎύ 
YŜǘŎƘǳǇ ϧ ƳǳǎǘŀǊŘ 
tŀƴŎŀƪŜ ƳƛȄ 
tŀǎǘŀ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀǎǘŀ ƳŜŀƭǎ όōƻȄŜǎκŎŀƴǎύ 
tŜŀƴǳǘ ōǳǧŜǊ 
{ƻǳǇΥ ŎƘǳƴƪȅ κ ƘŜŀǊǘȅ 
{ǇŀƎƘŜǩ ǎŀǳŎŜ όŎŀƴǎύ 
{ǳƎŀǊ όн ǇƻǳƴŘ ōŀƎǎ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘύ 
{ȅǊǳǇ 
¢ǳƴŀ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƴƴŜŘ ŎƘƛŎƪŜƴ 

Other Items Needed: 
5ŜƻŘƻǊŀƴǘ  
CŜƳƛƴƛƴŜ ƘȅƎƛŜƴŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ 
[ŀǳƴŘǊȅ ŘŜǘŜǊƎŜƴǘ ϧ ŦŀōǊƛŎ ǎƻƊŜƴŜǊ 
[ƻǝƻƴ 
tŀǇŜǊ ǘƻǿŜƭǎ 
{ƘŀƳǇƻƻ ϧ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴŜǊ 
{ƻŀǇ ϧ ōƻŘȅ ǿŀǎƘ 
¢ƻƛƭŜǘ ǇŀǇŜǊ 
¢ƻƻǘƘǇŀǎǘŜ ϧ ǘƻƻǘƘōǊǳǎƘŜǎ 

ω CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ /ƘŜŎƪǎ ŀǊŜ  

ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ǘƻ t!w{Τ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜ ƻǊ  

ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ǇƭŀǘŜΦ ²ǊƛǘŜ CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅ ƻƴ  
ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻ ƭƛƴŜΦ  
ω Lƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ǊŘƛǎ ¢ƻǿƴǎŜƴŘ  
/ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǘƻ CƛƎƘǘ IǳƴƎŜǊΣ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇƻǳƴŘ  
ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘƻƭƭŀǊ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ  
tƛŜǊǊŜ-CǘΦ tƛŜǊǊŜ CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅ aŀǊŎƘ-aŀȅΣ  
ƭƻŎŀƭ ōŀƴƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ǳƴƛƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ  
ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƳŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƳƻǳƴǘΗ  


